(C)  IF THEY COMB
Q. (1) If the Japs come, how are we to resist them non-
violently?
(2)    What are we to do if we fall into their hands?
A. (1) These questions come from Andhradesh where
the people rightly or wrongly feel that the attack is imminent.
My answer has already been given in these columns. Neither
food nor shelter is to be given nor are any dealings to be
established with them. They should be made to feel that they
are not wanted. But of course things are not going to happen
quite so smoothly as the question implies. It is a superstition
to think that they will come as friendlies. No attacking party
has ever done so. It spreads fire and brimstone among the
populace. It forces things from people. If the people cannot
resist fierce attack and are afraid of death, they should evacuate
the infested place in order to deny compulsory service to the
enemy.
(2) If unfortunately some people are captured or fall
into the enemy's hands, they are likely to be shot if they do
not obey orders, e.g., render forced labour. If the captives face
death cheerfully their task is done. They have saved their own
and their country's honour. They could have done nothing more
if they had offered violent resistance, save perhaps taking a few
Japanese lives and inviting terrible reprisals.
The thing becomes complicated when you are captured
alive and subjected to unthinkable tortures to compel submis-
sion. You will neither submit to torture nor to the orders of the
3nemy. In the act of resistance you will probably die and
escape humiliation. But it is said that death is prevented to let
the victim go through the agony of tortures and to serve as an
example to others. I however think that a person who would
die rather than go through inhuman tortures would find honour-
able means of dying.                (Harijan, June 14, 1942, p. 189)
(D) WHAT ABOUT RADIO MESSAGES?
Q. You do not hear the radio messages. I do most assi-
duously. They interpret your writings as if your leanings were
" in favour of the Axis powers and you had now veered round
to Subhas Babu's views about receiving outside help to over-
throw the British rule. I would like you to clear your position
in this matter. Misinterpretation of your known views has
reached a dangerous point.
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